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Dechrau Canu Dechrau Canmol yn cwrdd â Chymry America

Mae pawb yn hen gyfarwydd â chysylltiad Cymru â’r Wladfa, ond llai cyfarwydd ydi’r Cymreictod hwnnw sydd i’w ganfod heddiw yn yr Unol Daleithiau.

Mewn rhaglen arbennig o’r gyfres Dechrau Canu Dechrau Canmol: America a ddarlledir ar 6 Hydref, bydd Ryland Teifi yn mynd ar daith i weld yr effaith barhaol mae Cymru wedi cael ar hunaniaeth a chrefydd ardaloedd yng Ngogledd America.

Bydd y rhaglen awr o hyd yn dechrau yng Nghymanfa Ganu Gogledd America a Chanada, yn Milwaukee, Wisconsin dan arweiniad Dr Mari Morgan sy’n hanu o Lanelli. 

Yn ail hanner y daith bydd Ryland yn ymweld â hen gapel arbennig iawn yn Birmingham, Alabama, a bydd yr hanesydd, y Dr Bill Jones yn edrych ar lythyron y Cymry a ymfudodd i America ar ddechrau’r 19fed Ganrif. Bydd hefyd yn cael cyfle i sgwrsio gyda’r rheiny oedd â chyndeidiau yn hanu o Gymru.

“Wnes i ddod adref o’r trip a theimlo waw, dwi angen ychydig ddyddiau jest i gwmpasu’r holl emosiynau roeddwn wedi teimlo’r wythnos honno! Roedd e’n brofiad bythgofiadwy.” meddai Ryland Teifi, yr actor a’r cerddor sy’n wreiddiol o Ffostrasol ond sydd bellach yn byw yn yr Iwerddon.

“Be oedd yn agoriad llygad i mi oedd gweld cymaint oedd yn mynd i’r eglwysi anferth ‘ma yn llawn pobl oedd efo cysylltiad â Chymru a oedd yn trysori’r traddodiad o gymanfa ganu. Ond mewn ffordd mae e’n draddodiad sydd wedi esblygu’n annibynnol ac yn gysylltiedig â thraddodiad Cymraeg sy’n perthyn i America. Doeddwn i ddim yn ymwybodol ohono.

“Roedd sawl agoriad llygad i mi’n bersonol ar y daith - mae ‘na gymaint o bocedi bach ar draws yr UDA sydd â chysylltiadau diddorol tu hwnt a Chymru - a chymunedau bach. Er enghraifft, mae ‘na le yn Wisconsin o’r enw Wales; rydych chi’n gyrru mewn i’r pentref ac yn gweld baneri Cymru ym mhobman. Roedd yr oedfaon yn cael eu cynnal yn y Gymraeg hyd at 1920.

“Mae’n anhygoel i feddwl bod 300 o gapeli Cymraeg wedi cael eu sefydlu yn yr ardal. Gan fod pobl yn mudo o Gymru yn y 19fed Ganrif am wahanol resymau; roedd sawl haenen o’n diwylliant yn cael eu cysylltu trwy ffydd a chanu.”
Un o uchafbwyntiau’r daith i Ryland oedd ymweld â Birmingham, Alabama, ble roedd ffenestr lliw arbennig i’w weld mewn hen gapel a fomiwyd yn 1963 gan grŵp o oruchafwyr gwyn yn erbyn y gynulleidfa ddu, pan fu farw pedair merch fach. Ysgogodd y digwyddiad erchyll i John Petts, artist o Lansteffan i godi arian gan drigolion Cymru er mwyn llunio ffenestr lliw. Hwn oedd y portread cyntaf o’r Iesu yn ffurf Affricanwr Americanaidd.

“Roedd yn awyddus i’r symbolaeth o’r Iesu ddehongli’r bobl oedd yn gweld y llun hwnnw. Roedd cymaint o ddiolchgarwch i’r Cymry a John Petts am roi’r llun hwn. Ro’n i’n siarad efo brawd a chwaer roedd i fod i fynd i’r ysgol Sul y bore hwnnw yn 1963 ond wedi methu mynd, ac roedden nhw’n adnabod y merched yma a gollwyd ac yn perthyn i un ohonynt. Dyma’r lle'r oedd Martin Luther King yn ganolog i’r achos yr hawliau sifil bryd hynny, felly ges i siarad gyda phobl oedd yno ar y pryd - pethau wnes i ddysgu yn ysgol” meddai Ryland.

“Ddim yn aml ni’n cael cerdded mewn i hanes fel cyflwynydd neu actor neu gerddor - roedd hynny’n sicr yn un o’r dyddiau arbennig hynny yn fy ngyrfa i, oherwydd alli di ddim paratoi i siarad gyda phobl oedd wedi bod drwy gyfnod mor bwysig a chaled yn hanes.”

Mae Urdd Gobaith Cymru wedi bod yn anfon neges flynyddol o heddwch ac ewyllys da i'r byd bob blwyddyn ers 1922 gan annog ac ysbrydoli gweithgareddau dyngarol a rhyngwladol. 

Thema Neges Heddwch ac Ewyllys Da yr Urdd yn 1964, chwe mis ar ôl yr ymosodiad, oedd “A gawn ni, ieuenctid pob gwlad, wneud ymdrech ddiffuant i adnabod ein cyd-ddynion, i ddileu rhagfarnau lliw, a chred, a chenedl, ac i ymgyrraedd at y nod o heddwch byd?”

Mae’r Urdd wedi estyn llaw dros y môr i’r gymuned yn Birmingham, Alabama dros y blynyddoedd ac i gydnabod y bartneriaeth, cyflwynodd y mudiad ddarn o gelf gan yr artist gwydr cyfoes, Ruth Shelley, i'r eglwys.
Dechrau Canu Dechrau Canmol: America, 6 Hydref 8.00pm, S4C
Isdeitlau Cymraeg a Saesneg ar gael
Ar alw: S4C Clic; BBC iPlayer a llwyfannau eraill
Cynhyrchiad Rondo ar gyfer S4C
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Discovering the influence of the Welsh in the USA
Everyone is aware of the links between Wales and Patagonia, but how many know about the Welsh influence in the United States which is still very much in evidence today?

In a special edition of Dechrau Canu Dechrau Canmol: America which will be broadcast on Sunday, October 6, Ryland Teifi will be going on a journey to see the lasting impact Wales has had on the identity and religion of certain areas in North America.

The hour-long programme begins at the Cymanfa Ganu of North America and Canada in Milwaukee, Wisconsin under the leadership of Dr Mari Morgan who comes from Llanelli. In the second part of his journey, Ryland will visit a very special chapel in Birmingham, Alabama, and the historian Dr Bill Jones will look at the letters of the Welsh who emigrated to America at the beginning of the 19th Century. There will also be a chance to speak with Americans whose forefathers come from Wales.
“I came home from the trip and thought wow, I need to take a few days just to process all the emotions I had gone through that week. It was an unforgettable experience,” said Ryland, the actor and musician originally from Ffostrasol but who now lives in Ireland.
“What was a real eye-opener for me was to see the number of people who went to these enormous churches full of people with links to Wales and who treasured the tradition of the cymanfa ganu. It is a tradition which evolved independently and connected to the Welsh tradition in America. I wasn’t aware of it.”

“There were several eye-openers for me, personally on the trip. There are so many little pockets all over the USA which have hugely interesting links with Wales. For example, there’s a place in Wisconsin called Wales; you drive in to the village and see Welsh flags everywhere. Services were held in Welsh there until the 1920s.”
“It’s amazing to think that 300 Welsh chapels have been established in the area. Because people emigrated from Wales in the 19th Century for different reasons, several levels of culture were linked through faith and singing.”

One of the high points of the trip for Ryland was visiting Birmingham, Alabama where a special stained-glass window can be seen in an old chapel which was bombed in a racist attack by white supremacists against the black congregation in which four young girls were killed.

These terrible events inspired the artist John Petts, the artist from Llansteffan, Carmarthenshire to raise money in Wales in order to design a stained-glass window. This was the first depiction of Christ as an African American.
“He was keen for the symbolism of Jesus to represent the people who would see that image. People were so grateful to John Petts and the people of Wales for giving this image. I spoke to a brother and sister who were supposed to be going to Sunday school that morning in 1963 but didn’t go. They knew the girls who were lost and were related to one of them.
“This place was central to Martin Luther King’s campaign for civil rights at the time, so I got to speak to people who were there at the time – things that I’d learned about in school!” said Ryland.

“It’s not very often that you get to walk into history as a presenter or an actor – this was certainly one of those special days in my career. It is difficult to prepare yourself to talk with people who have been through such an important and difficult time in history.”

Urdd Gobaith Cymru has been sending out an annual message of peace and good will to the world since 1922 encouraging and inspiring humanitarian activities internationally.
The theme of the Message of Peace and Good Will in 1964, six months after the attack, was: ”Let us, the youth of every country, make a genuine effort to know our fellow man, to banish prejudice against race, beliefs and gender and to reach our objective to achieve world peace.”
The Urdd has reached out across the Atlantic to the community in Birmingham, Alabama over the years and in order to acknowledge the partnership, has presented the church with an artwork by contemporary glass artist Ruth Shelley.

Dechrau Canu Dechrau Canmol: America, 6 October, 8.00pm, S4C
English subtitles available
Available to watch on-demand at S4C Clic, iPlayer and other platforms
A Rondo production for S4C
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